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Lampholders for circular
fluorescent lamps
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TEERE “T--” TEMPERATURE “T..” OF LAMPHOLDERS

EIRITREAZEATRRN, TAAERMEIE. ERssREXE When choosing the lampholders to assemble a luminaire it

RERNEE. is important not to underestimate the temperature
developed by the lamp, the ballast and its associated
current.
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It is essential to make sure that:
1 The luminaire is able to dissipate the heat it produces.

2 The maximum temperature reached in the luminaire never
exceeds the “T.." relative to its components because it can
pbe dangerous and can cause damages.

According to EN/IEC 60400 standards, “T...” marking indicates
the maximum working temperature of a lampholder; it is
measured at the hottest point, ie. at the point where the
lampholder comes into contact with the lamp cap (heating
source).

Lampholders without a relative “T..” (par. 171 “test A” of the
EN/IEC 60400 standards) can work up to a maximum
temperature of 80°C.

According to UL496 standard “T..." marking of lampholders
indicates the “Relative Thermal Index (RTI)” which is the
maximum service temperature for a material where a class
of critical property will not be unacceptably compromised
(50% of the initial value) through chemical thermal
degradation.

“RTI" plastic materials rating can be found into the relevant
“UL - Yellow card"”.
Lampholders without a “T...” marking have a “RTI” of 90°C.

TEMPERATURE OF WIRES

The insulation material of the cable is often sensitive to
temperature and normally has a lower operating
temperature than the other components in the fitting.

For this reason the internal temperature of the luminaries
must not exceed the one assigned to the cable.
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Lampholders for fluorescent lamps (EN/IEC 60400) are in
accordance with the prescribed creepage distances and
clearances at least for the impulse withstand category Il
(EN/IEC 60664-1 standards).

LUMINAIRES FINAL TEST

The luminaire manufacturer is responsible for the choice and
the correct mounting of the components and he must also
carry out a final test on the luminaire to verify its correct
operation.
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